a scientia of vegetable bodies, a discipline dealing with the chemical transformations taking place in natural bodies endowed with sensitive life (JALOBEANU & MATEI forthcoming) . In their desire to explain various phases of vegetation, naturalists associated with the Royal Society often treated plants as instruments able to produce chemical fundamental processes of nature. Authors with different theories, such as Nathaniel Highmore (1613 -1685 ), Robert Sharrock (1630 -1684 ), Robert Boyle (1627 -1691 ), John Evelyn (1620 -1706 ), or Nehemiah Grew (1641 -1712 , with different metaphysical allegiances and sometimes with entirely different large-scale projects, proved to have quite a lot in common when elaborating strategies to determine what happened in the inner laboratory of a plant. Even more interesting, this operational approach to plants transcended the seventeenth century and appeared reflected well into the eighteenth century in the works of authors like John Woodward (1665-1728) and
Peter Shaw .
This kind of work contributed to a better understanding of the natural world; it also played an important part in the development of experimental techniques for improving the condition of plants, soil, growth and, ultimately, intersected garden landscape as well. Additionally, the new approach in the investigation of plants effected changes in the environment or the places where the study was conducted. If the attempt to classify plants first fostered observations in the garden and during field trips, the desire to unfold the knowledge of nature soon encouraged naturalists to take plants out of their natural environment and to put them into plant collections and herbaria or dried gardens (FLEISCHER 2017) . For those interested in the latent processes of nature the garden became a place for experimentation, and field trips offered the possibility to collect plants and to transplant them in a 
